Let X be a set with at least two elements and let S denote the free inverse monoid on X. By the McAlister monoid MX on X we mean the Rees quotient S/T , where T is the ideal of S generated by all elements of the form x −1 y or xy −1 , where x and y are distinct elements of X. This was first studied by Lawson [2, Section 9.4], who gave it the title above because it is closely related to a monoid that appeared earlier in [3] . Since MX is a Rees quotient of of a free inverse monoid, it inherits many of the properties of such a monoid. In particular, it is a combinatorial completely semisimple inverse monoid; further, it is 0-E-unitary since S is E-unitary.
